Mrs. Elizabeth S. Force (center), ASHA Family Life Consultant, chats with Dr. 
Andrew C. Preston, Commissioner of Education; Dr. Roy W. Bornn, Govern- 
ment Secretary and then Acting Governor; Mrs. Gloria Francois, President, 
Women’s League of St. Thomas, and Mrs. Roy W. Bornn at a reception given 
in her honor at Government House at the conclusion of the project. 


ASHA Conducts Family Life Education 
Institute In Virgin Islands 


Spurred by an awareness of the 
need for family life education in the 
Virgin Islands, the Women’s League 
of St. Thomas, acting with the sup- 
port of the Commissioner of Education 
of the Virgin Islands, requested the 
services of the American Social 
Hygiene Association’s Family Life 
Consultant, Elizabeth S. Force, to aid 
in the development of a family life 
education program. 

Mrs. Force’s’ chief assignment, 
which was to conduct a workshop for 
teachers, stemmed from a visit made 
to St. Thomas last May by ASHA 
Northeast Regional Director Clayton 
Cc. Jones to address the Women’s 
League of St. Thomas and to provide 
consultant service in family life edu- 
cation. 


In an address before a meeting of 
the teachers of St. Thomas, which set 
the stage for the entire project, on 
November 6, Acting Governor Roy W. 
Bornn welcomed Mrs. Force, “who as 
a result of our earnest urgings, comes 
to us to conduct an Institute on Fam- 
ily Life Education for our teachers, 
social workers, health personnel, and 
other citizens interested in this vital 
subject.” 

He added, “I hope and believe that 
all of the principals and teachers of 
our islands, public, private and paro- 
chial, will recognize the truly great 
potential value of this Institute to the 
future of our people.” 

The Acting Governor stated that, 
“The family is the cultural backbone 
of a democratic society, and strength- 
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ening of family life is essential to the 
full development of the people of 
every community.” 

He further expressed his interest in 
the need for family life education. 
He said, “Here, as elsewhere in the 
nation, we have some difficult prob- 
lems to deal with in the area of family 
life,” and added, ‘“‘“Many of our family 
life problems result from bad housing, 
poor health, etc. I am happy that we, 
as a people, are making considerable 
effort to conquer these problems. 
Major problems, in family life here, 
as elsewhere in our country, stem 
from the fact that many of our fam- 
ilies are unstable and that many of 
our children are the product of broken 
homes.”” He maintained that “our 
great hope for the future must lie in 
getting across to our children an ap- 
preciation of what the best in family 
life should be, of the real advantages 
to themselves and to their children of 
establishing good solid families.”’ He 
cited that the most promising avenue 
for this is the schools, since “in the 
schools you reach children before they 
have forged a chain of wrong habits 
and patterns in family life which, in 
adults, become well nigh impossible 
to break.” 

Mrs. Force's initial assignment of 
conducting a workshop for teachers 
in Charlotte Amalie was expanded to 
include six evening discussion ses- 
sions, which were designed to alert 
the adult leaders in the community 
to their responsibility for further de- 
veloping a family life education point 
of view; a community meeting at- 
tended by approximately 150 parents: 
a Board of Education meeting held in 
Caneel Bay, St. John; and Library 
assistance, which was geared to aiding 
the high school and city librarian in 
selecting and obtaining books on fam- 
ily life. 

Groundwork for the project was 
laid by a series of appointments set 
up for Mrs. Force which were de- 
signed to acquaint her with officials 
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and personalities already interested in 


were 
she 


and who 
which 


family life education 
related to the workship 
would conduct. 

Mrs. Gloria President of 
the Women’s League and Mrs. Edith 
Bornn, both of whom had been vitally 
involved with the project since its in- 
ception, accompanied Mrs. Force 

They first met with the Acting-Gov- 
Dr. Roy W. Bornn, 

support contributed 
They 
Berryman, Acting 

Social Welfare: Dr. 
C. Warren Smith, Acting Commis 
Health: Miss Jane E. Tuitt, 
Assistant Commissioner of Education; 
Miss Huldah Joseph, Supervisor of E]- 
Miss Agnes Brooks, 

of the High 
Scott, Principal, 
School: Miss 


Francois, 


whose con- 
to 


also 


ernor, 
tinuing much 
the endeavor's 
met: Mr. Macon 


Commissioner of 


success 


sioner of 


ementary Schools; 
Counsellor 
John P 
High 
Supervisor, 


Guidance 
School: Mr 
Charlotte Amalie 
Juanita Carroll, Public 
Mrs. Isobel Clarke, Super- 
Welfare; Father Joseph 
Paul School; and 
Amos, Head of 
Children and 


Assistance; 
Child 
Daly, St. Peter and 
the Reverend 
the Commission 
Youth. 

The League leaders used every pos 
to 
planned family 


visor, 


James 
on 


dramatize and 
life 


The American Social Hygiene Asso- 


sible device pub 


licize the projects 
ciation and Mrs. Elizabeth Force were 
kept 
radio 


before the public daily through 


interviews announcements; 
bulletins 


the 


and 


newspaper releases and by 


which were carried home by 


school children 


The Workshop 

The Workshop for teachers was held 
library of the Charlotte 
High School from 
vember 6 to 25. On the opening day, 


in the new 


Amalie daily No 
almost twice as many were present for 
enrollment as had originally signed 
up 
Specifically, the 

the with 
consider problems 
tion and family life in 
ity their 
a chance to 


lessons, 


workshop provided 
opportunity to 
related to educa- 
their commun- 


teachers an 


classrooms; them 


work 


gave 
few sample 


and 
out a 
units, or projects to 
use in brought to their 
attention a variety of materials (film 
films, books, charts, posters, 
courses of study, booklets, 
order that they might choose what fit 
their special and particular needs. It 


outlines, 
classes; and 
strips, 
etc.) In 


brought them together with other 
for the pur- 


alse 


teachers and consultants 


Life Education Project 
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pose of sharing their knowledge, 
problems and experiences and pro- 
vided them with an opportunity to be- 
come more aware of the scope of the 
family life education field. 

The aim of the entire workshop was 
to provide a foundation for further 
effort in family life education 
the teachers and community sense the 


as 


need. 
Evening Session 


Six evening sessions were held on 
consecutive nights, the attend 
predominantly profes- 
Force conducted the 
Others were chaired by 


three 
being 
Mrs. 


session. 


ance 
sional 
first 
a clergyman, a mental health consult 
health 
As 


are 


and a 
the workshop, 
considered to be 
“only It is hoped that 
meetings of this kind will be a con- 
tinuing activity under the 
sponsorship, and that out of them will 


ant, a public nurse, so 


cial worker with 


these meetings 


the beginning.” 
League 


come a united effort to establish a co 
council will tackle 
the many problems in St. Thomas af- 
fecting the family’s welfare. 


ordinating which 


Community Meeting 


Approximately 150 parents attended 
the League-sponsored meeting 
held at the Senate House on the eve 
ning of November 24 

Acting Governor Roy Bornn served 


open 


of a 
who discussed the 
Up to Family Prob- 


chairman and moderator 
panel of citizens 


theme of ‘‘Facing 


as as 


lems.” 

It was a highly successful endeavor 
The fathers have even expressed a de- 
of their own, 
various kinds 
being tried. 


and 
of 


sire for a meeting 
with 


are 


experiments 


parent groups 


Other Activities 


Virs. Force presented the family life 
education before the of 
Education at Caneel Bay on the Island 
of St. John. 

In commenting on the project, Mrs. 
Elizabeth S. Force said that it was a 
challenging and satisfying as- 
signment. She praised the Women’s 
League of St. Thomas for their vision, 
imagination and support, and added 
“that none of it would have been pos- 
sible without their able assistance.” 

She concluded that the Family Life 
Education the Virgin Isl- 
had created significant 
and that the potential for 
advancement in the family 
there great. 
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Project in 
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further 

life field 


ands 


was 


Middle States Project 


Forty-eight leading educators came 
together at a meeting of the Advisory 
and Consultant Committees of the 
American Social Hygiene Association’s 
Middle States Project on Family Life 
Education which was. held in Kansas 
City at the President Hotel, January 
16, 17 and 18. 

Dr. Warren C. Lovinger, president 
of Central Missouri State College in 
Warrensburg, Missouri, is coordinator 
of this project which was established 
by the American Social 
Association in cooperation 
with educators in the four-state region 
of Colorado, Kansas, Missouri and 
Nebraska. It is the fourth such project 
sponsored ASHA since 1953, 
through which the Association is work- 
to stimulate 
leadership in 


a year 


ago 


Hygiene 


by 


regional 
and 
and 
per- 


ing local and 
colleges 
order to 
develop progress in education for 
sonal and family living. 

The Middle States Project’s top 
ority as stated by Dr 


schools, 


communities in create 


pri- 
Lovinger is the 
promotion of family life education at 
the teacher training level, by offering 
resources to schools and colleges in the 
area to help evaluate progress and to 
improve existing projects in this field. 
These include consultants 
in curriculum, in-service training ma- 


resources 


terials, and limited financial assistance. 

At this of the 
consultant presented pre 
liminary drafts of pamphlets prepared 
during the past for and 
They included a paper on 
Communication by Dr. Kenneth Han- 
sen, Director of the School of Educa- 
Western State 
Colorado; one on Educational 
Dr. William E. Hall, 
Educational Psychology, 
University of 
Lincoln, Nebraska; on So 
by Dr. Lawrence S. Bee, 
Professor of Home Economics, Depart- 
ment of Sociology and Anthropology, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kan- 
and on Teacher Preparation 


meeting, members 


committee 
year review 
analysis 


tion, College, Gunni- 
son, 
Psychology by 
Professor of 
College of 


Nebraska, 
cial Sciences, 


Education, 


Sas; 


by 
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The following are some excerpts 
from a speech made by T. Lefoy Rich- 
man, Associate Executive Director of 
the American Social Hygiene Associa- 
tion before the American Legion Mid- 
dle Atlantic Child Welfare Conference 
which was held in Newport News, Va., 
on November 6, 1958. 


“About 14,000 adolescents went 
through New York City’s penal sys- 
tem last year. That’s about 2,000 


more than the year before. Their of- 
fenses were: burglary, assault, rape, 
breaking and entering, car theft, 
armed robbery with intent to kill, and 
homicide. 

“Over half the VD caseloads in our 
public clinics throughout the country 
are teenagers and young adults. 

“In 1957, 14 states and 19 cities 
noted a VD among the age 
group 11 to 19. In 1956, 11 states and 
18 cities had VD 
among teenagers. 

“One out of 
arrested for rape in 
cities reporting offenses by age 
in 1956 was a One out of 
every 30 arrested for prostitution was 


rise in 


indicated a rise in 


every three persons 
18 United States 

sex 
teenager. 


a teenager. 

“All of these statistics are evidences 
of a kind of irresponsibility. Irre- 
sponsibility is a harsh word, and I am 
well aware that in thousands and per- 
haps millions of homes in our country, 
parents are raising their children with 
love and stand- 
encouraging 
independence, 


care, teaching sound 


ards of behavior, and 


attitudes of personal 
freedom and social responsibility 

“In applying what we know or 
think we know to the problem of our 
teen-agers, we must exercise constant 
that all 
toms of unrest among them point to 


care not to imply the symp 


problems that are uniquely and ex 
clusively theirs—as though they were 


discord in 
otherwise peaceful and orderly land 
scape. 

“Americans have always scorned 
bureaucracy as something ponderously 
evil and official. We are only lately 
beginning to recognize the sudden 
emergence alongside government of 
the bureaucracies of labor and indus- 
try. 

“TI would suggest that in order to un- 
derstand what is today being called 


the only element of an 


the “morals revolt,” one must look 
carefully at this organization phe- 
nomenon. As the web of multiple 


bureaucracy becomes tighter and more 
all-enveloping 


and the role of the 


Teenagers, Sex And Wonder Drugs 


adult becomes more rigidly directed 
to team specialty and team perform- 
ance, where can the teenager find out- 
let for feelings of revolt (which all 
normal teenagers have) more readily 
than where adults are finding it—in 
morals? May not our young people’s 
revolt against morals really be a re- 
volt against submerging the individual 
in an increasingly team-conscious so- 
ciety? 

“As vou know, the American Social 
Hygiene Association has enlisted the 
support of the American Legion's 
Child Welfare Foundation, the Mary 
Reynolds Babcock Foundation, and 
others in a study of teenage sex be 
Studies set up at 
University of California at 
Washington 


havior 
the 
Angeles, 


have been 
Los 
University in 
St. Louis and at Harvard University 
in Cambridge. The first groups 
have already done a year’s work: the 
Harvard group is just getting under- 
way 


two 


“The Los Angeles Study undertakes 
to interview in depth young people of 
high 
carefully selected to give a wide range 
of personal and cultural 


junior and_= senior school age, 
characteris- 
tics in a middle class community. 
“The Pilot Study at Washington 
University involves young 
the high schools of St. 


people in 


Louis and its 


suburbs. The Study Director is em 
ploying the questionnaire method and 
interviews, and sees the need for in 
terviewing 500 or more young people 
He is attention 
the causes of conformity and non-con 
The study 


with 


directing his toward 
among adolescents. 
activity 
of delinquency 


formity 


relates sexual various 
and 


different 


aspects compares 


behavior among’ cultural 
groupings. 
“The Harvard Study’s 


the problem of the mother-child cen 


concern Is 


tered household and is still in its be 
ginning stages. 

“For over a decade we have had a 
magic cure for both syphillis and gon- 
orrhea, but its widespread use with 
and without careful direction has 
failed to stop either disease. So long 
as a carefully constructed casefinding 
apparatus continued to function among 
cities and states, the attack rate of both 
declined The minute this 
apparatus began to falter for lack of 
financial support, the cases started to 
build up again in small pockets which 
are beginning to show up now as seri- 
ous increases in venereal diseases. 

Moral: Drugs Alone Don’t Stop VD! 


diseases 


“We have come to rely overmuch 
on penicillin and miltown and Alka- 
Seltzer. We are reminded that we 
don't need to lie awake and worry, we 
can take a pill. It’s just possible that 
we might do well to worry, even at 
the cost of losing some sleep, about 
the kind of behavior which adds up 
to unbearable tensions, insecurity, and, 
among many of young people, VD. 

“Even though they represent a spe- 
cific cure, Drugs Don’t Stop VD. 

“They must be aided by many other 
things such as a serious education ef- 
fort based in a body of tested knowl- 
edge and experience, This effort must 
be shared 'by schools and churches and 
government and 
tary agencies 

“The American Social Hygiene As- 
sociation’s objective is to develop and 
then test the knowledge and the ex- 
perience that used in com- 
munities everywhere to do the job that 
makes the drug unnecessary. 


industry and volun- 


can be 


MIDDLE STATES PROJECT 
(Continued from page 2) 


Dr. Clifford S. Bebell, 
Curriculum Services for the Colorado 
Department of Education, Denver, 
Colorado. 

The Advisory Committee considered 
the results of a survey which was also 


Director of 


‘made during the past year on the 
status of family life education in col- 
leges and universities in Colorado, 


Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska. 

Other American Social Hygiene As- 
sociation Family Life Education proj- 
ects are being carried on in the Cen- 
tral Atlantic (Maryland, Dela- 
ware, District of Columbia, Virginia, 
West Virginia and North Carolina), in 
the New England area (Maine, Ver- 
mont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island), and in the 
Midwest area (Iowa, Minnesota, North 
and South Dakota). 

Dr. Edgar C. Cumings, Director, Divi- 
sion of Education; Mr. Charles Mess- 
ner, Associate Director, Division of 
Education, and Mrs. Elizabeth §S 
Force, Family Life Consultant, Divi- 
of Education represented ASHA 
at the meeting. 


area 


sion 


ASHA Board Of Directors To Meet 


The next regularly scheduled meet- 


ing of the American Social Hygiene 
Association’s Board of Directors will 
be held at 10:00 A. M. on Monday, 


February 9th, in New York City. 
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American Social Hygiene Association 


Reading Suggestions 


FOR 


FOR 


FOR 


BOYS AND GIRLS... 


DATES AND DATING. 

25¢. Dating behavior for girls in their middle 
and late teens 

BOYS WANT TO KNOW 

15¢. Answers questions about the problems of 
boys 13 and over 

GIRLS WANT TO KNOW. 

15¢. Answers questions about the problems of 
girls 13 and over 


YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN ... 


PREPARING FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 
15¢. Discusses important considerations in the 
choice of a husband or wife 


PARENTS ... 


LET’S TELL THE WHOLE STORY ABOUT SEX 
15¢. Dialogues between parents and children 
about how babies are born, problems of growing 
boys, menstruation, the marriage union 


YOUR CHILD’S QUESTIONS . HOW TO 
ANSWER THEM 
15¢ Tells how to answer questions asked by 
children under 6 


PARENTS—TELL YOUR CHILDREN 
15¢. Tells how to answer questions asked by 
children between 6 and 10. 


KNOW YOUR DAUGHTER 
15¢. For parents of girls 10 to 14 


KNOW YOUR SON 
15¢. For parents of boys 10 to 14 


WHEN YOUR CHILD STARTS TO SCHOOL 
Free. Summarizes the sex knowledge children 
should have before the age of 6 


LIVING WITH OUR CHILDREN 
Free. Lists 5 essential developmental tasks fac 
ing the adolescent 
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